 



DECISION MEMO

 Cooper Spur Ski Area Summer Operations

Hood River Ranger District - Mt. Hood National Forest

Hood River County, Oregon



Introduction



The Cooper Spur Ski Area (CSSA) had been running a new summer operations program in 2003 until the District Ranger rescinded the authorization pending more analysis. The 1983 Master Plan allows for use by organized groups for picnics, overnights and hiking, but it did not address such activities as chairlift rides, mountain biking and music events.   CSSA proposes to operate 4-5 times more during summer months of 2003 offering chairlift rides, food and beverage and music.





Proposed Action



CSSA is proposing to offer chairlift rides, hiking, food and beverage service, and special events with music to the public several more times this summer.  All proposed activities would occur within the bottom 100 acres of the 1400-acre permit area.  Special events include weddings, organized group events and small concerts.  Most activities would take place on weekends and holidays unless a group asked for a special event on a weekday.  The ski area estimates that it could have 4-5 recreation events during the remaining part of this summer season.  Although all the trails in the area are legally open to mountain bikes (including Tilly Jane trail), the ski area has agreed to not promote biking, and to not offer uplifting of bikes on the chairlift.  The general public would be allowed to hike or bike through the ski area without charge as always.  User fees would only be assessed for chairlift rides and food service.





Purpose and Need



The ski area wants to make commercial use of the permit area in summer months for additional revenue flows and to offer recreation opportunities to the public.  Forest Service policy at FSM 2343.11(1) is: “Encourage summertime use of ski area facilities where that use is compatible with or enhances natural resource-based recreation opportunities and does not require additional specialized facilities”.





Scoping and Public Involvement



The proposed project was described in a 7/29/03 scoping letter sent to individuals and groups with known interest in ski areas and recreation on the north side of Mt. Hood.  That scoping letter contained an error in that it mentioned the continued use of mountain bikes which is not proposed at this time. Twenty comments were  received from the public and Oregon Dept. of Fish & Wildlife.  Several people applauded the proposal as a good opportunity for the public, but most comments opposed the use.  The primary reasons for opposition were: 1) lack of an updated master development plan, 2) impacts to other users and wildlife by mountain bikes and music, 3) possible impacts to nearby wilderness resources.





Finding of Categorical Exclusion for the Proposed Action



1) I find the proposed action fits under category 31.1b(8), approval, modification or continuation of minor, short-term special uses of National Forest System lands.

	 

2) I find that the proposed action does not involve extraordinary circumstances.  An interdisciplinary team, consisting of a fish biologist, wildlife biologist, archaeologist, botanist, hydrologist and soils scientist discussed the summer operations earlier this year and had no concerns with the proposal other than keeping bikes and hikers from trampling newly re-vegetated areas.   A recently conducted test of loud music at the ski area showed that very loud music (85db output from speakers) did not carry as far as the intersection of the Tilly Jane and Tilly Jane Cutoff trails or to neighboring private land or the Cloud Cap-Tilly Jane area.  Using a decibel meter to check the output from the type of music played at a wedding (75db), the District discovered the noise could not be heard beyond the top of the ski trails.  Hence, I find that there is very minimal risk of disturbing hikers and wildlife with broadcast music.



The activities would all occur in areas previously disturbed and do not adversely impact any wetlands, riparian areas, habitat for survey and manage species.  Therefore, neither an Environmental Impact Statement nor an Environmental Assessment will be prepared.





Finding Required by Other Applicable Laws



National Historic Preservation Act



In accordance with the 1995 Programmatic Memorandum of Agreement (PMOA) between Region 6, the Oregon State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP), an appropriate inventory has been conducted for this undertaking and the District Archaeologist has made a “No Effect” determination. 



Endangered Species Act

 

(  Aquatics:    This project will not affect habitat therefore a  "No Effect” determination has been                 

made by the District Fisheries Biologist.  No consultation with the US Fish and Wildlife Service, or the National Marine Fisheries Service is required.  

  

(  Wildlife: Assessment of habitat for threatened, endangered, and proposed Animal Species has been conducted.   This project will not remove habitat therefore a "No Effect” determination has been made by the District Wildlife Biologist.  No consultation with the US Fish and Wildlife Service is required.



National Forest Management Act 



I have also determined that the proposed action is consistent with the Forest Land and Resource Management Plan for the Mt. Hood National Forest (October, 1990) (allocation A-11), as amended by the Northwest Forest Plan (April, 1994).    The 1983 Master Plan for Cooper Spur Ski Area remains in effect and is unchanged.



Other Findings



Noxious Weeds:  I find that preventing the spread of noxious weeds meets the intent of the Vegetation Management EIS, the Forest Plan Standards and Guidelines regarding biodiversity of desired native species, and the recent Executive Order regarding the spread and control of invasive non-native species.  Therefore, noxious weed control measures will be undertaken during project implementation (FSM 2081.03, 11/29/95) in order to reduce the risk of spreading knapweed from known sites in the project area.   The following prevention measures will be included in the area's annual operating plan: 



Prevention Measures:



1.  The permit holder will be responsible for ensuring that all knapweed plants are pulled and/or dug from the permit area before the plants flower and set seed.  The weeds are currently restricted to the base area near the buildings and should be kept from spreading further. The permit administrator will be responsible for monitoring the areas to ensure that knapweed plants are being pulled and are not allowed to go to seed.



2.  Weed Seed Introduction - To prevent the introduction of the seeds of noxious weeds onto                National Forest Land, Cooper Spur shall ensure that all earth-moving equipment and/or all fill material brought into the area is free of weed seed.  Equipment should be cleaned of possible seed prior to bringing it onto the Forest.



DECISION



I have decided to authorize this proposed action as described above.   I find that these activities are compatible with natural resource-based recreation opportunities.   This authorization will be valid only for the remaining summer 2003 season. 



Implementation Date



The implementation of this project may begin immediately.  While this decision is not subject to appeal pursuant to Forest Service regulations at 36 CFR 215.8(a)(4), I encourage you to discuss this project with me if you have any concerns about implementation.



Contact Person



For further information contact Doug Jones at: Hood River Ranger District, 6780 Hwy 35, Parkdale, OR 97041. (541) 352-6002, extension 682.







Approved by:        /S/ Daina L. Bambe                  		                 		         August 22, 2003    

                               DAINA L. BAMBE          		                          DATE

                               District Ranger
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