July 29, 2003

Greetings:

I am writing to seek your comments about proposed summer operations at the Cooper Spur Ski Area.  The ski area would like to provide scenic chairlift rides to hikers, sightseers and mountain bikes mainly on weekends and special occasions.  The hikers and bikers would be able to ride the lift, then ride or walk on existing trails within the ski area permit boundary.  The ski area would be responsible for maintaining water bars and the general condition of the trails.  Cooper Spur would also like to hold special music events at the ski area using the outdoor deck and amphitheater at the base of the chairlift.  If/when music is provided, it would not be loud enough to disrupt recreationists in the Cloud Cap-Tilly Jane area.

A map of existing trails within the permit area is enclosed.  These are public trails that anyone may use free-of-charge.  The public would only be charged a fee if they take a chairlift ride to access the trails.  The area is already permitted to operate the day lodge for food and beverage service, and to host organized groups for picnics or overnight camping.

The ski area has been operating in this manner during the month of July, but I have rescinded my approval of those activities pending public comments and analysis.  Please send any comments to Doug Jones at the address above, or email dgjones@fs.fed.us.  I would like to have all comments received by August 11, 2003.

Sincerely,

Daina L. Bambe

 District Ranger

